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WORLD HERITAGE AS A BASIS FOR TOURISM DEVELOPMENT

E.I. Vovnejko,
Tourism Institute of the Belarusian State University of Physical Culture,
Republic of Belarus

Today the problems of national and international heritage seem to be the main preoccupation of different 
countries of the world. Last century became a turning point in changing people’s attitude to the testimonies of the 
past. The Athens Charter of 1931 was the first legal document contributed to the increase of international awareness. 
It was just after the Second World War that the serious work concerning natural and cultural sites’ protection started. 
In 1964 the Venice Charter on Conservation and Restoration of Monuments was adopted. Due to this agreement a lot 
of architectural masterpieces, such as the historical centre of Venice and the temples of Abou-Symbel in Egypt, were 
saved from destruction. Five years later the United States of America elaborated the plan for natural sites’ protection. 
Several years of international collaboration between European countries and the USA resulted in the World Heritage 
Convention of 1972. Its adoption proved that the principles of heritage conservation was the key experience of the 
XXth century [1].

The Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage (the World Heritage 
Convention) was adopted by the General Conference of UNESCO on the 16th of November 1972. To date, more than 
170 countries have adhered to the Convention. As a result, it is one of the most universal international legal instruments 
for the protection of the cultural and national heritage. By signing the Convention each country pledges to conserve 
the sites situated on its territory. Their preservation for future generations then becomes a responsibility shared by the 
international community as a whole. The most remarkable feature of the Convention is the following: it links together 
in a single document the concepts of nature conservation and the preservation of cultural sites. So nature and culture 
are complementary. As for cultural identity, it is strongly related to the natural environment in which it develops [1].

According to the World Heritage Convention, “cultural heritage” is a monument, group of buildings or site of 
historical, aesthetic, archaeological, scientific, ethnological or anthropologocal value. “Natural heritage” designates 
outstanding physical, biological and geological features; habitats of threatened plants or animal species and areas of 
value on scientific or aesthetic grounds or from the point of view of conservation. 

There are several organs that are directly involved in the implementation of the Convention. First of all, there is 
the General Assembly of States Parties to the Convention. It is the meeting held every two years which all the countries 
ratified the Convention take part in. The General Assembly elects the World Heritage Committee. This statutory body 
consists of representatives from 21 States Parties. It is responsible for making decisions in the following areas:

– selecting new sites for the World Heritage List;
– determining the technical and financial aid to be given to the sites in need.
Seven members of the Committee make up the World Heritage Bureau, a small executive body that meets 

mid-year to prepare the work of the Committee. The Committee is assisted by three advisory bodies. These are three 
international non-governmental or intergovernmental organizations named in the Convention to advise the Committee 
in its deliberations:

– for natural properties: IUCN–the World Conservation Union. It was set up in 1948 and is located in Gland, 
Switzerland.

– for cultural properties: ICOMOS–the International Council on Monuments and Sites. It was set up in 1965 
and is loceted in Paris, France.

– for cultural properties (restoration and training): ICCROM–the International Centre for the Study of the 
Preservation and Restoration of Cultural Property. It provides expert advice on how to conserve listed sites, as well as 
training in restoration techniques. Besides, ICCROM is an active partner in the World Heritage Information Network. 
It was set up in 1956 and is located in Rome, Italy [3]. 
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There is also the World Heritage Centre established in 1992. Its main duty is to assure the day-to-day management 
of the Convention. Upon request by a State Party, the Centre helps in preparing all the necessary documentation for the 
World Heritage List. It organizes training courses and emergency assistance when a site is threatened. Other tasks of 
the Centre include arranging technical seminars and workshops, developing teaching materials to raise awareness of 
the World Heritage concept and keeping the public informed of World Heritage issues. With the multi-media industry, 
the Centre works to produce the World Heritage documentary ahd educational films, CD-ROMs, books etc.

Article 15 of the Convention established a Fund called “the World Heritage Fund”. It is replenished from the 
following sources:

– obligatory contributions from States Parties which are fixed at no more than 1% of their contribution to the 
budget of UNESCO;

– voluntary contributions from States, donations from institutions or private individuals, or earnings from 
national of international promotional activities.

These monies are spent on various kinds of aid. Among them there are expert studies to determine and fight the 
causes of deterioration, training of local specialists in conservation of renovation techniques, supplying equipment for 
the protection of a natural park or to restore a monument, etc.

The Convention adopted the World Heritage List. Its main idea is to reveal the most valuable and unique objects 
all over the world, prevent them from destruction and preserve them for future generations. The application for a site to 
be inscribed on the List must come from a State Party itself. UNESCO makes no reccomendations for listing. When a 
State Party nominates a site, it gives details of how this site is protected, provides a management plan for its upkeep and 
reports periodically on its condition. The World Heritage Committee meets once a year and examines the applications 
on the basis of technical evaluation. Once a site is selected, its name and location are placed on the World Heritage List. 
To be included on the World Heritage List, sites must satisfy the selection criteria. These criteria are explained in the 
Operational Guidelines which, besides the text of the Convention, is the main document on the World Heritage. The 
criteria have been revised regularly by the Committee to match the evolution of the World Heritage concept itself. 

Cultural heritage should:
– represent a masterpiece of human creative genius, or
– exhibit an important interhange of human values over a span of time or within a cultural area of the world, on 

developments in architecture or technology, monumental arts, town planning or landscape design,or
– bear a unique or at least exceptional testimony to a cultural tradition or to a civilization which is living or has 

disappeared, or
– be an outstanding example of a type of building or architectural or technological ensemble, or landscape 

which illustrates a significant stages in human history, or
– be an outstanding example of a traditional human settlement or land-use which is representative of a cultures, 

especially when it has become vulnerable under the impact irreversible change, or
– be directly or tangibly associated with events or living traditions, with ideas or with beliefs, or with artistic 

and literary works of outstanding universal significance (a criterion used only in exceptional circumstances and with 
other criteria).

Equally important is the authenticity of the site and the way it is protected and managed.
Natural properties should:
– be outstanding examples representing major stages of the earth’s, including the record of life, significant ongoing 

geological processes in the development of landforms, or significant geomorphic or physiographic features, or
– be outstanding examples representing significant ongoing ecological and biological processes in the evolution 

and development of terrestrial, fresh water, coastal and marine ecosystems and communities of plants and animals,
– contain superlative natural phenomena or areas of exceptional natural beauty and aesthetic importance, or
– contain the most important and significant natural habitats for in situ conservation of biological diversity, 

including those containing threatened species of outstanding universal value from the point of view of science or 
conservation.

The protection, management and integrity of the site are also important considerations. Mixed sites have both 
outstanding natural and cultural values. Today the List contains 754 properties (582 cultural, 149 natural and 23 
mixed) situated in 129 countries. Among them are the Galapagos Islands, the statue of Liberty (USA), the complex of 
Borobodour (Indonesia), the city of Petra (Jordan), etc.

But conservation is a continuous process. If a country is not fulfilling its obligations under the Convention, 
it risks having its sites deleted from the List. In practice, countries take their responsibilities very seriously, and the 
World Heritage List grows longer every year as new nominations are accepted by the Committee and more countries 
sign the Convention. When this or that site is seriously endangered, it may be inscribed on the List of World Heritage 
in Danger. This list is designed to call tne world’s attention to natural or human-made conditions destroying the unique 
characteristics of a site which caused its inscription on the List. Endangered sites benefit from particular attention and 
international assistance. In urgent cases, such as outbreak of war, the Committee will make the listing itself without 
having received a formal request.
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Each of the sites inscribed on the List is marked with the World Heritage Emblem. It was created by Mr. Michel 
Olyff. This Emblem symbolizes the interdependence of cultural and natural properties. The central square is a form 
created by man and the circle represents nature. The Emblem is round, like the world, but at the same time it is the 
symbol of protection. The Committee decided that the Emblem could be used in any colour or size. It should always 
carry the text “World Heritage. Patrimoine mondial”. The space occupied by “Patrimoine mondial” can be used for its 
translation into the national language of the country where the Emblem is used. 

The Republic of Belarus is lucky enough to have on its territory four sites inscribed on the World Heritage List.
The first one is the national park “Belovezhskaya Pushcha”. This immense forest complex is situated on the 

border between Poland and Belarus. It represents the last remaining primary mixed forest in Europe. It contains several 
unique tree species, the silver spruce and the sessile oak among them. Besides, Bialowieza is home to many rare 
mammals, the brown bear, the deer, and the lynx in particular. It is the only habitat of 300 European Bison, which Belarus 
has always been famous for. By the way, the history of “Belovezhskaya Pushcha” is very long. It was maintained as a 
royal hunting reserve until the 19th century. Following the establishment of the “National Park in Bialowieza” in 1932 
and its restoration in 1947, it was designated as biosphere reserve in1977. On December, 14, 1992 UNESCO included 
the ancient forest on the List. Thus Pushcha entered the world system for surveying changes in the environment. About 
3000 people live in villages close to the area and within the reserve itself. Local communities benefit from tourism and 
use the area for bee keeping and animal breeding. About 90000 tourists annually come to Bialowieza to visit the forest 
and the nature museum [1].

The other site is no less well-known. It is Mir castle situated in Grodno region near village Mir. It is a unique 
monument built by Duke Ilinich in early 16th century. This is a square-planned building with towers at the corners. 
The fifth tower used to have a drawbridge. The castle was well adapted for gunshot defense. The representational 
means, characteristic for Belarussian Gothic, were used for its decoration. Since 1568 the castle was owned by Dukes 
Radziwils, who finished the building in Renaissance and later in Baroque style. A three-storied palace was erected 
along the eastern and northern walls. Its plastered facades were decorated with portals, plates, balconies, porches 
and geometrical ornaments. Despite numerous destructions Mir castle has survived till now. At present it is being 
successfully restored. Mir castle is an exceptional example of a fortified feudal dwelling of the 16th century. Its design 
reflects successive cultural influences (Gothic, Renaissance and Baroque) blended harmoniously. What attracts tourists 
to the castle is a fine collection of medieval armour kept in the main tower. This monument has been under UNESCO’s 
auspices since 2000 (the year of inscription) [2]. 

The third object in Nesvizh Castle situated in Minsk region in the centre of the town of Nesvizh. It is a baroque 
construction famous as the Radziwill residence since 1533. This remarkable example of Renaissance architecture 
is surrounded by the unique English park, one of the biggest such facilities in Europe. The complex has been fully 
reconstructed, now it is a contains many priceless art collections. It is a great historical and cultural reserve, important 
for tourism industry. Inscribed on the List in 2006.

The forth object is presented by a part of the Struve Geodetic Arc, stretching from Norway to the Black sea. In 
the Belarussian territory there are 3 its elements, looking like obelisks. It was inscribed on the List in 2005.

The role of the World Heritage Convention is impossible to be overestimated for tourism. It is essential that 
the main principles guiding the preservation and restoration are laid down on an international basis. This document 
made people from different countries realise the genuine value of their national treasures and regard them as parts 
of the world heritage. Now it is evident that testimonies of the past remain to the present day as living witnesses of 
their age-old traditions. Fortunately, we are becoming more and more conscious of the unity of human values keeping 
their national and cultural identity. It is a pity, but a lot of natural and cultural sites inscribed on the List are being 
endangered. Their disappearance would be an irreparable loss for each of us. The preservation of this common heritage 
and its transmission to future generations concern us all.
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ИСПОЛЬЗОВАНИЕ АРОМАЛОГИИ В ИНДУСТРИИ ГОСТЕПРИИМСТВА  
НА ПРИМЕРЕ ООО «ЭВЕЛИН»

И.В. Воробьева, канд. культурологии, доцент,
Институт туризма Белорусского государственного университета физической культуры, 
Республика Беларусь

Ароматы или запахи. Они окружают нас везде, всегда и всюду. Их роль в нашей жизни огромна. Почти 
каждый из нас уверен, что механизм восприятия запахов прост – молекулы того или иного вещества попадают 
на нервные окончания обонятельных нервов и передают информацию в мозг. Однако еще древние мудрецы со-
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